COLE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 

November, 2009 

Dear Cole Families, 

I hope that everyone had a great Thanksgiving holiday. Construction on the 
new middle school has started. This is quite an exciting time for the Cole 
Community as well as the Town of East Greenwich. Planning for the 
transition to a 6, 7, 8 middle school is underway. Transition teams are 
being established in the areas of scheduling, professional development, 
programs, and student orientation. The Teams will be composed of staff 
members, parents, department chairpersons, representatives from the 6th 
grade, and students. The Cole SIT is facilitating this work. 

Please visit the revised East Greenwich School Department website at 
www.egsd.net for information about Cole and the District. Constance Zack, 
our school librarian is the District webmaster and she updates the site 
regularly. 

The H1N1 clinic will be held on December 10, 2009. Consent forms should be 
submitted to the office as soon as possible. Copies of the consent form are 
available in the office or at www.health.ri.gov. Students will be called 
from classes to the clinic. We will need approximately six parent 
volunteers. 


December is a busy time for the Cole Student Council. They are coordinating 
the Gingerbread Express that has involvement from all the Teams. Each Team 
selected two students in need, collected money, and purchased gifts for 
these children. The Student Council will be wrapping all the gifts and then 
delivering them to NEARI for distribution to the children. They have also 
planned a Dodge Ball Tournament for December 4th to be held at the High 
School and a Holiday Dance at Cole on December 11th. 

The National Junior Honor Society is collecting Funsocks. Funsocks are socks 
with toes, stripes, and designs of all kinds. The socks will be taken to 
Hasbro Children's Hospital and distributed to children of all ages. The 
NJHS is also hosting a coat drive. Coats will be distributed to Crossroads, 
Rhode Island. 

I remain in awe of the talent and dedication of the teachers and staff that 
serve the students of Cole Middle School. I am also grateful for the 
continued support from Cole families. It takes our collective efforts to 
promote and support an exemplary middle school. I extend my best wishes for 
a wonderful holiday season. 

Sincerely, 

Alexis Meyer 

President's letter 

Just a few quick notes: First, a big thank-you to Tricia Colgan and her 
awesome crew of volunteers for pulling off a really FUN Fest! 2) Thanks 
also to Jackie Russell-Merriam for coming in to help shuck corn in the Home 
Ec. Department-at the very last-minute request of her friend, yours truly! 


For everyone's information, here is a list of the dates for all upcoming PTG 
meetings: 

December 8 

January 12 

February 9 

March 9 

April 13 

May 11 

June 8 

We meet at 9:30am in the library. 

Don't forget to send in your membership form and dues-there is no deadline 
for this payment (we will always accept money)! 

--Carla J. Priebe

Library News and Information: 


Library Media Specialist: Connie Zack 

Library hours are 7:30 to 2:30 daily 

Please plan to do your holiday shopping at the Library Book Fair to be held 
from Dec.15-Dec. 18 . All proceeds will go to purchase new library 
materials. 

The library media center at Cole is well-equipped with over 10,000 
books, 15 magazine subscriptions, 23 computers, several printers, and a 
variety of online data bases that can be accessed from school or home. 

All 7th graders have had library orientation sessions with their teams 
to learn how to use the library, what resources are available and how to use 
the Reading Challenge reading incentive program. 

The library card catalogs for all East Greenwich schools are available 
online at www.ricat.net. Just click on Cole to access our card catalog, the 
Reading Challenge list and many other useful web sites. Students may take 
out up to 5 books at a time. They may renew and reserve books from home by 
logging in with their own user name and password. 

Students and teachers may also use www.ricat.net to borrow books from 
over 100 school libraries throughout RI. They just need to log in with their 
user names and passwords and put a hold on the book they want. 

Data Bases Online for students, teachers and parents: 

* Access to World Book Encyclopedia at www.worldbookonline.com (No 
password needed at this time for residents of RI!) 

* Access to Infotrac, a 3 year database of magazine articles and 
reference books online at infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/east69259 (Password 
is Cole) 

* Access to Culturegrams, at www.culturegrams.com, a data base of 
cultural information on all countries and states. (User name is 
colestudent. Password is cole123)



YELLOW TEAM 



Following tradition, the Yellow Team is participating in The Gingerbread 
Express, a holiday gift collection for less fortunate children in RI public 
schools. It is sponsored by the parent EG teacher organization, NEARI. We 
understand that many have been affected by the tough economic times and your 
generosity is greatly appreciated during the upcoming holiday season. 

We are looking for the following items. All items must be NEW. Cash is 
accepted and will be put towards purchasing items. Deadline: 11/30/09 

CHILD: Lakiesha-Girl: Age 10, Grade 5, Clothing size 12, Coat size 14 

She needs clothes, a coat, and a backpack. 

CHILD: Davila-Girl: Grade 4 

She needs a coat, size 12-14, school uniform pieces: white long sleeved polo 
(size 12-14), Khaki pants (size12-14), and shoes (size 5 1/2). 

* Ask your child to sign up in HR if you would like to purchase a toy. 

Thank you in advance for your support! 

Students on Yellow Team are doing a wonderful job practicing good hygiene 
with flu season upon us. Please help us by reinforcing the practices of 
covering sneezes, coughs, and hand washing after touches the face & mouth 
and using the restroom. Stay healthy everyone! 

Now that we are in second quarter the work load will increase. Students 
need plenty of rest & time to complete assignments. Continue checking 
agendas/ asking your child about assignments. Students NEED pencils & hand 
sharpeners!! Less instructional time will be lost if they are prepared with 
a writing utensil. 

-Social Studies 

Mrs. Mallozzi 

Students are continuing to work on the unit on The Roman Empire (Rome wasn't 
built in a day you know!). They are reading an abridged version of the 
Shakespeare play on Julius Caesar. Each class will perform the play as a 
group. This proves to be a worthwhile and FUN experience. Also, a project 
will be assigned this quarter regarding the Legacy of the Roman Empire-be on 
the lookout! 

Lastly, we are always in need of tissues, sanitary wipes, and hand 
sanitizers. 


-English 

In Language Arts, the Yellow Team students started the quarter reading a 
collection of short stories, and have just completed the novel Freak the 
Mighty. The students have been working hard at learning how to respond to 
interpretive level questions by supporting their opinions using evidence 
from the text, and are in the process of writing a character sketch on a 
major character from the book. Students are required to read a minimum of 
25 books this year, and should have a consistent routine for reading at home 
to meet the goal. 

Next quarter we will be starting a unit on Greek mythology, and reading the 
novel The Lightning Thief. 


-Algebra 

The Advanced Pre-Algebra students are currently studying a unit on 
Solving Equations. Upcoming topics include solving equations with 
fractional coefficients, transforming formulas and solving problems with 
equations. This unit and the next, Graphing in the Coordinate Plane, are the 
most challenging during the course of the school year and student 
understanding is most crucial for success in Algebra 1. When students enter 
Algebra 1, the teachers will pick up where Advanced Pre-Algebra left off and 
there will be very little, if any, review. Please make sure that your 
child stays current on all assignments and asks for help immediately if they 
are having difficulty. 

-Pre-Algebra Part 1 

The pre-algebra students are currently studying a unit on Operations 
with Integers and will begin the unit on Solving Equations in December. 
Students who wish to be recommended for Algebra 1 in the eighth grade must 
excel in this chapter, especially. Earning a high average for the year is 
important, but working above and beyond when solving equations is crucial 
since there will be very little review in Algebra 1. Solving equations is a 
more abstract concept, so make sure that your child asks for help 
immediately if they are having difficulty. 

Topics in this chapter include evaluating and writing algebraic 
expressions, solving equations and solving problems with equations. 
Homework will continue to be assigned nightly, so checking the agenda and 
matching assignments to agenda entries would be helpful. The students are 
doing a great job completing assignments and should be commended! 



Green Team 


Time flies when you're on the Green Team........is it really December 
already?!?!? A big thank you to all the families who contributed to the 
Gingerbread Express. Thanks to your generosity we were able to provide two 
children in need with warm clothing and other items to brighten their 
holiday season. 

As the holidays approach and things get hectic, please be sure to help your 
student budget their time so that projects and tests do not sneak up on 
them. Checking their agenda nightly and having discussions about upcoming 
work will help everyone keep from getting overwhelmed. Encourage students 
to think back to their 1st quarter report card reflection sheets and help 
them work on ways to meet their 2nd quarter goals. Please remember, we 
are working towards student independence but we are not there yet! 

-Science: 
Students continue to explore astronomy, most recently taking a closer look 
at the geometry of the phases of the moon as well as eclipses. They 
recently completed a 7th grade common assessment and will begin a 7th grade 
common task exploring light energy shortly. Students have also been 
working on 'Big Book' pages that have been broken into pieces for time 
management purposes. These pages will summarize the main concepts covered 
this year and will be a great review for next year's NECAP science test! 

-Math: 
In the Advanced Pre-Algebra classes, students are working on writing and 
solving equations and will then proceed to graphing equations on a 
co-ordinate plane. Pre-Algebra classes have just been tested on the 
operations of positive and negative numbers and will then proceed to writing 
and solving equations. 

-English: 
In English, students have been reading Freak the MIghty by Rodman 
Philbrick. We've been focusing on constructing discussion questions and 
practicing a number of reading strategies including inferencing, predicting, 
connecting, visualizing, empathizing and summarizing. Students will be 
working in groups on a number of class activities and presentations around 
book themes and characters. 


-Social Studies: 
Students are enjoying about learning about ancient Rome. We've debated the 
Third Punic War, written Caesar's obituary and will be hosting talk shows 
with a variety of historical standouts. 



Purple Team

Exciting events are occurring on the Purple team at present! Thanks to Mrs. 
Friel, all of our students listened to a presentation by Dr. Tim Warren, the 
first Rhode Islander to summit Mount Everest. He described the preparation, 
the difficult journey, as well as recovery, and the choices he was faced 
with in his expedition. This goes hand in hand with our interdisciplinary 
Choices project. Our seventh graders have been discussing in their four 
content area classes the effect of choice. Currently, they are choosing a 
figure from different fields of study and describing how that individual's 
choices lead to an impact on society. This will culminate in a research 
paper and mini-presentations. Eighth graders are getting ready for their 
field trip to the Higgins Armory Museum on December 2, where they will learn 
about medieval history and Shakespeare through a variety of activities. 
Lastly, thank you to everyone who has been donating to Gingerbread Express. 
We will certainly be making two young children very happy this holiday 
season. 


-Science 

Mrs. McGillivray 

7th Grade: This month the seventh graders will be focusing on moon phases 
and eclipses. Students will be making their second big book page on these 
two topics at the end of the month. Also the seventh grade common 
assessment will be given on November 24th and a study session will be held 
after school on November 23rd. 

8th Grade: This month eighth grade students will be involved with pure 
substances and mixtures, solubility, solvents, and dissolving. They will be 
given a written lab report assignment near the end of the month. 
Social Studies 

-Mrs. Friel 

7th Grade: This month, students are winding down their study of Ancient Rome 
by examining Rome's legacy on the modern world. After this, students will 
begin their study of Ancient China. 

8th Grade: Students are studying the Crusades and the decline of feudalism 
this month. After this, students will study the Byzantine Empire. On 
December 2, all Purple Team eighth graders will attend a field trip to the 
Higgins Armory Museum in Worcester, MA from 8-3 pm. 
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Mrs. Mitchell 

7th Grade: In prealgebra students are working on integers. We will soon 
work on statistics and equations. In advanced prealgebra, students are 
finishing up our unit on equations and will soon be working on proportions 
and percents. 

8th Grade: In algebra, students are finishing up our unit on equations and 
will be starting inequalities soon. In advanced algebra, students are 
working on slope and graphing linear equations. 


-English 

Miss Ross 

7th Grade: We will be continuing our study of the 1960s in conjunction with 
The Outsiders. All of the students are giving presentations on a variety of 
topics that relate to the book from Gone with the Wind to Male Fashions of 
the 1960s. As we conclude the book, the students will have a variety of 
project choices to show their understanding of the novel. 

8th Grade: Currently, we are reading Uglies by Scott Westerfeld. Uglies is 
the story of Tally Youngblood, a teen from a future where all people are 
equal in regard to privileges as well as appearance. The students are 
focusing on the theme of utopia and dystopia. Do they believe a perfect 
universe is really possible? Eventually, in groups, the students will create 
their own utopian societies. 

-Self Contained/ Resource 

Miss Richer 

7th & 8th Grade 

Science: We will continue our unit on Earth and Space. Science kits are in 
and we will begin using them regularly. 

Social Skills: The class is going to begin working on a monthly newspaper. 
The students will be completing school wide surveys to determine if other 
students in the school would be interested in helping with the newspaper. 
They will also be adopting a family for the holidays and selling items at 
various lunches to raise money. 

Math: The students will continue to work on either time and money or 
pre-algebra concepts depending on their groupings. 

English: The students will be finishing up their guided reading book and 
starting a new text. They will continue to work on writing stories with 
elaborative detail and begin to work on adding great beginnings and suspense 
to their stories. Students will be getting grammar homework on a weekly 
basis for this quarter. 




Red Team 


-English 

Students just finished writing personal narrative essays. They did a great 
job building suspense in their stories and applying the elements of a story 
plot. We are currently reading Monster, by Walter Dean Myers, along with 
another novel that connects to our unit on identity. Groups of four to six 
students are reading Stargirl, The Skin I'm In, The Chocolate War, 
Scorpions, and Catherine Called Birdy and discussing their novels on 
wikispaces.com. 



-Science News 


It has been such a welcoming feeling for me to return to Cole this fall 
after my 3 year loan from the district to the University of Rhode Island to 
serve as the Teacher in Residence for the GEMS-NET science project. Early 
on in the school year, I was quickly reminded of why I missed not only the 
Cole students, but also the unbelievable staff and administration so much. 
It truly has been a great welcome back for me in regards to the awesome 
students that I get to learn with every day. 

In science, we are currently in our chemistry unit and have been studying 
Properties of Matter. We moved though part 1, which was a study of 
characteristic properties, and are currently studying Mixtures & Solutions 
and in the very near future, will venture into the world of chemical 
reactions. Each day, we continue to develop our inquiry learning skills so 
that we just don't read about science, but rather we do science. In doing 
so, we have truly developed a "Hands-On, Minds-On" approach to learning. It 
has been great for me to see this with my students each and every day. 

Our study of chemistry will take us straight through the second quarter, 
which will end towards the last week of January. After that time, we will 
then use our knowledge of the chemical world and properties of substances, 
to dive into the world of Catastrophic Events. 

For more information, please visit: 

http://teacherweb.com/RI/ArchieRColeMiddleSchool/AdamScott 





NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY 


The National Junior Honor Society is collecting Funsocks! Funsocks are 
socks with toes, stripes, and designs of all kinds-just plain old fun! This 
program came about when a young girl realized how much time she spent 
looking at her feet while hospitalized. The socks will be donated to Hasbro 
Children's Hospital and distributed to children of all ages. They will also 
be donated to the "Holiday Mini Mall" at Hasbro where young patients can do 
their holiday shopping. Student should bring socks to homeroom. 

Thank you for your support of Funsocks! 




East Greenwich Choral Program has over 180 talented singers. 

The Parents of East Greenwich Singers (PEGS) had their first meeting at EGHS 
on October 8. They are planning a trip to PPAC for the singers (grades 
3-12) to see "Beauty and the Beast" on Thursday, February 11, 2010. 
The High School Concert Choir will be having a Master Class with a Professor 
TJ Harper of Providence College at 6 PM on Monday, October 26. 
Cole Middle is learning music theory this year at www.emusictheory.com. 
Hanaford and Eldredge both have two sections of choir: Elementary 4th Grade 
Choir and Advanced Elementary 5th/6th Grade Choir. 
EGHS and Cole singers are busy preparing to audition for the Junior and 
Senior All-State on November 21 at Moses Brown. 
Meadowbrook, Frenchtown, Hanaford, Eldredge, Cole and EGHS Choirs are all 
learning to read music using "Movable Tonic" by Alan McClung. 

* November 4 EGHS Band/Orchestra/Chorus Concert/ 7 PM 
* December 3 Meadowbrook, Frenchtown, Hanaford, Eldredge Concert/7 PM @ 
EGHS 
* December 9 Cole Band/ Orchestra/ Chorus Concert 7 PM @ EGHS 
December 16 EGHS Music Dept Concert 7 PM 

Any students who would like to sing just contact Mrs. Breidenbach 
egchorus@aol.com 






